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Storm stories

APRIL 13, 2009

'It's coming. I gotta go'

Carlene and Harvey Higdon have lived in their home on Riverview Drive for
eight years. Carlene Higdon was on the phone with her husband giving him
updates on the tornado when she saw the funnel cloud overhead.

"I said, 'It's coming. I gotta go.' I took my dog and cat and hid. It looked like it
was six block wide," she said.

The tornado took a portion of the pier in her backyard that she likes to fish
from as well as 35 large trees in her yard. The couple's Toyota Solara was
also damaged and a side wall of the home is now covered by tarps.

"I had a lot of antiques get broken, but they can be replaced," Carlene
Higdon.

— By Mealand Ragland-Hudgins

'It was a scary site'[run file mug]

Peter Demos, president of Demos' Restaurants, captured an image of the
tornado about a mile away from the restaurant as it made its way northeast
across town.

"It was a scary site. I saw it as I was running to get my sister and our office
staff to the restaurant and other customers out of our parking lot. My wife,
daughter, and father were in the restaurant at the time, while my mother and
son were in her home in a neighborhood that was hit by the tornado.

"I was proud of staff on how they rose to the occasion, got our customers to
safe place, and finished serving them when the crisis ended.

"After the tornado ended, my wife tried to get to our son, and emergency
personnel would not let her get into the neighborhood. Every one of us was
OK, but it was extremely scary for a while.

"Unfortunately, we had a lot of staff whose homes, or family's homes, were
destroyed and some of our staff lost friends as well. We chose to close that
night, so that our staff could be with their families and friends during this

time.

"I appreciate the phone calls, e-mails, and texts checking on us, but please pray for the families and friends
who lost businesses, homes, and loved ones."

— By Melinda Hudgins

More News Headlines
State Farm receives 730+ claims, with 80 homes
uninhabitable from Good Friday storms  

I-24 East near Almaville Road exit reduced to 2 lanes
through Tuesday  

City Schools push back TCAP test dates  

Sens. Alexandar and Corker tour tornado-damaged
neighborhoods  

Severe thunderstorm warning for SE Rutherford until  3:45
 

Latest Headlines
MTSU's Tanner likes role as runner, receiver  

Masters ratings down  

Video: Aerial footage of the tornado path, day 3  

Tivo it: What to watch Monday night  

Vanden Bosch visits Christiana students to kick of caravan
 

Know Your Score
Use It To Your Advantage!
www.equifax.com

Globe Life Insurance
$1 Buys $50,000 Life Insurance. No Medical Exam, No
Waiting Period
InsuranceFor1Dollar.com

Lose 15lbs in 3 Weeks: Free Trial!
Oprah "Loves It" and its 100% more effective than Acai.
Free Trial!
www.slim365.com
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Dr. Michael Helton
615-890-4810

Body & Face Medical Cosmetic Center
Elizabeth LaRoche, MD - 147 Uptown
Square, Murfreesboro, TN 615-896-
1215

Commitment Care Compassion
Peachtree Center Nursingg &
Rehabilitation Center 202 Enon Springs
Rd., E. Smyrna, TN (615) 459-5600
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Top Jobs Top Cars

2006 Kia Sedona LX CD, Cruise, PW,
PDL, Traction Control, Rear Air ONLY

$13,039 

Top Homes

5 Rachel’s Place MLS #
1040875, $299,900.
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